




The Uptown Theatre was the largest and most ornate movie palace in the world when it opened in 

Chicago's vibrant Uptown neighborhood on August 78, 7925. 

It sti 11 is. 

Beneath the weathered facade sits a building beyond human dreams of loveliness. This gem of Uptown -
of all Chicago - is poised for a historic return to grandeur. With it, the entire Uptown neighborhood 

stands to raise the curtain on its next great act as Chicago's premier Entertainment District.  

Given its past, size and potential impact on the City's cultural landscape, the Uptown will be one of the 
most significant restoration projects in the city's history. It's reopening will introduce hundreds of 

thousands of people to one of Chicago's great performance spaces, 
as well as one of its most historic neighborhoods. 









The restoration of the Uptown Theatre 

represents a sharp reversal of this trend. 

The 2000 Land Institute Report on Uptown 

identified restoring the Uptown Theatre as one 

of the top priorities in its 

recommendations to improve the district. 

"The Uptown Theatre must be 

restored ... Future generations will not forgive 

those who do not attend to this obligation." 

The Uptown Theater has been a staple of the 

Uptown neighborhood's past, and will be a 

strong asset for the community's future. 

The restored theater will be the centerpiece of 

the new, revitalized Uptown entertainment 

district, giving residents and visitors another 

way to experience world-class culture and 

entertainment in one of the City's 

most storied neighborhoods. 

In addition to the redevelopment 

project, a comprehensive streetscape plan 

was created to help identify the urban 

entertainment district around the Uptown and 

Riviera theatres and the Aragon Ballroom. The 

$6 million project included improvements to 

portions of Broadway, Lawrence, Wilson and 

Argyle, with a new pedestrian plaza, sculpture 

and public stage on the 4700 block of North 

Racine. 






















